MARTELLO TIMELINE - STATUS & ALLOCATIONS

27th October 1875 - built Brighton works. Entered traffic as LBSCR no 62 on London Bridge to East Croydon route. Based at New Cross shed. Liveried in Stroudley's 'improved engine green'.
 
Mid 1890's - displaced by 'D' & 'E' class engines. Moved to Wimbledon branch in Borough of Merton.

1894 - new 14 inch cylinders fitted & condensing gear removed.

1898 - placed on Surplus list.
 
1901 – placed on Duplicate List, renumbered to LBSCR no 662. Reclassified as class A1.
 
1909 - re-liveried into Marsh's LBSCR umber & name removed from side tanks. Modified for motor-train working. Moved to West Croydon
 
December 1912 - rebuilt as class A1X. 788,853 miles accumulated in traffic. Moved to Littlehampton shed.
 
1914-1918 period - moved to Tunbridge Wells.
 
1st January 1923 - entered Southern Railway ownership. 901,273 miles accumulated. Renumbered as B662. Re-liveried into SR green.
 
c.1925 - moved to Fratton shed. Working on Hayling Island branch.
 
1931 - renumbered as SR no 2662.
 
1st January 1948 - entered British Railways ownership.
 
September 1949 - Overhauled at Brighton works. Re-liveried into lined black. Renumbered as BR no 32662.
 
1949-1955 - no permanent base. Covering duties at various locations on south coast, including Brighton Works, Fratton & in store at St. Leonards & Newhaven.


12th December 1955 - moved to Littlehampton shed. In reserve for quayside duties.


1957 - deputising at Lancing Works & then Newhaven. Occasional visits to Littlehampton.

September 1958 - briefly at Kent & East Sussex Railway for hop picking season. Then returned to previous duties.

1960 - last in service repair & repaint at Eastleigh. Bunker enlarged.


1963 - returned to Fratton shed and working on Hayling Island branch.  Also still deputising at Lancing.
 
2nd November 1963 - Hayling Island line closed. No 32662 retired from service. 1,505,955 miles accumulated in traffic. 
 
1963/64 - overhauled at Eastleigh works.
 
October 1964 - purchased by Butlins Holiday Camps and put on static display at Ayr.
 
1971 - released by Butlins and on loan to Bressingham Steam Museum.
 
1975 - centenary - returned to working order.
 
1992 - purchased by Bressingham from Butlins.
 
2003 - overhaul begun again to use engine on newly refurbished standard gauge track. Stripped down - boiler fitted with new tube plate and other plate work.
 
August 2005 - returned to steam in LBSCR umber livery as no 662. Age 130 years.
 
2005 - 2011 - steamed at Bressingham & on hire, touring preserved railways. Visits to - North Norfolk Railway, Mid Suffolk Railway, Lavender Line, Kent & East Sussex Railway, Bluebell Railway, Severn Valley Railway, Barrow Hill Roundhouse, Midland Railway Trust & Great Central Railway - among others!!
 
2011 - re-liveried at Great Central into BR lined black as no 32662.
 
2011 - problems develop with boiler - tubes need replacing. Retired from traffic and put back on static display.
 
2012 - boiler certification expires.
 
2014-16 - new volunteer led project begun to return loco to steam once more. To be re-liveried in SR Eastleigh olive green as no B662.
 
2015 - Martello achieved 140 years!


Technical information:
· Weight in working order – 26 tons 17 cwt (class A1) / 28 tons 10 cwt (rebuilt to class A1X)

· Unladen weight – 24 tons 7 cwt (A1) / 23 tons 10 cwt (A1X)

· Axle loading max. – 8 tons 5 cwt (A1) / 10 tons 5 cwt (A1X)

· Cylinders (x2) – 20 inch stroke x 13 inch diameter (A1) – diameter reduced to 12 inches on 9 engines / increased to 14.2 inches on 4 engines (A1 & A1X)

· Valve gear – Stephenson link motion with slide valves

· Boiler max. diameter – 3ft 5.1 inches / length – 7 ft 10 inches

· Working pressure – 140psi (A1) / 150psi (A1X)

· Heating surface – 528 sq ft (A1) / 488.8 sq ft (A1X)

· Firebox heating surface – 55 sq ft (A1) / 55.6 sq ft (A1X)

· Tubes – x 125 - 473 sq ft (A1) / x 119 - 433.2 sq ft (A1X)

· Grate area – 10.3 sq ft (A1) / 10 sq ft (A1X)

· Firebox length – 4 ft 1 inch

· Tractive effort (@85% boiler pressure) – 7,650 lb (A1) / variously recorded at between 8,890 lb, 8,978 lb, 10,412 lb & 10,695 lb (A1X)

· Wheel diameter – 4ft

· Wheelbase – 12 ft

· Coal capacity – 12 cwt (with enlarged bunker)

· Water capacity – 500 gallons (to be reduced on Martello if new tanks are fabricated)

