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trlew 8106
at Bressingham?
And,rew Charman makes a longoverdue return visit to a

Norfotk st€an centre with much to offer the narow gauge enthusiast.

f r is a r en' long rime indeed since

I.'our cdito. lasr paid a visit to
Biessirqnam Steam Museum, fie
\orr, IiI site ri h;.h has long been a

mecca for steam entiusiasts, let alone

rhose oia narro\\ gauge persuasion.

To qiie vou an idea. on mY Previous
r isii I ivas pleased to sce the

mu-,eumt founder, A.lan Bloom, on
ihc tbotplate oFone oi rhe quarrY
Hunslers. and Alan died in 2005...

Happily a ferv *'eels ago the
requiriment in mY 'other career' to
attend the British Touring Car
Championship race mcering at

Snenemon, just eight miles arvay, gave

me the perfect opportuniw to bunk
ofron Saturday afternoon ard find
out whatt changed at Bressingham.

Alan Bloom was the guiding lighr
thar created the museum. A
horriculturalist who became world-
renor..ned for his plant knowledge, he
'bought rheZ}A-acresite in 1946 with
rhe aim of setting up a nursen'. This
thrived to become a prime
desiination for plant lovers i-n the UK
and oer-ond, while meanwhile A.lan

was also able to enjoy his other great

passion. fbr steam engines.
Thc tirst u'as a I909 traction

engine, builr b1, Burreli in nearby
Thetford arrd bought to compensate
for the cutting up of a similar engine
at Bressingham while Alan was on an

il1-starred Canadian venrure berween

1948 and 1950. He *rought the
Burrell, named'Bertha would sarisfy

his passion for steam but before long
moie road engines arrived and the
nucleus of a collection was formed.

The traction engines offered extra
interest at nursery open da1's but did
not routinely'earn their keep' and

from this thought gre*' the idea of a
railway" Having bought a 9in gauge

locomotive and so-i carriages and
proYen to family members that
visirors would wanr uain rides, AIan
then heard *tar rhe norrh Vales slate

quarries were selling ofF their
locomotives and setleral rvere heading
for America. Br. the rime he was able

to make the rrip to Penrhvn quarries
in November 1965 most of tie'good
sruff' had qone. but ftom four
remaininglocos he secured what
aooeared ro bc rhe besr, Hunslet
'b'.org. 5holro' rq9+/i909). He also

bouehl, for tJ0. rhe chassis of
Huis.uell Clarke 0-6-0T Bronllwyd'
(\64311930) - its cab and rarrk
having bcen used in a rebuild of
quarn Hun-sl.r 'Pamela. Five wagons

,'nd , lor.v load ol rrack material"also
headed ro Norfolk, followed soon

afier by a second Penrhyn Hunslet,
'Gwr.nedd'(316i 1883) to form the
basii of the Nursery Railway.

This iine opened as a half-mile
rrip in 1966 and has run ever since.

eventually growing to 2.5 miles and
for many years being enjoyed as

much by plant enthusiasts as rail
enrhusiasts as it rraversed the
nurseries where rhousands of blooms
could be observ-ed growing.

Bressingharn grew quickly after
rhat, becoming as renowned for its
steam as it was for its plants. The first
standard gauge locomotive arrived in
1967, along with a iarge four-track
shed to house ir and those that
foliowed. These would be some very
well-known locomotives, the majority
on long-term loan from the National
Railway Museum and including LMS
4-6-0'Royal Scot', 4-6-2 Pacific

Above:'George
Sholto'leaves
ths station at
Bressingham
tor another
lrip around lhe
Hursery Line.

Below: Not far
away is tte
15-inch gnuge
Waveney Valley
Line station.'St
Chrisiopher'is
about to ta{erse
the crossover with
the 2ft gauge.

Nt photos by
Andrew Charman,
Znd August2014
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'Duchess of Sutherland' and the pride
of the coilecdon, Britannia class

Pacific'Oliver Cromwell'. There was

even a huge German Kreiglok 2-10-0
and a rare standard-gauge Beyer

Garratt,'\William Findlay.'
The Nursery line was joined by a

second 2ft gauge route! the Woodland
Line, worked for some years by
Dinorwic Hunslet'Maid Marian'
(82211903), Alan having offered a

home at Bressingham to the loco's

owning syndicate, and Bronllwyd.
,ro* bi'.( in acrion with the boller
from the then-derelict l9l7 Kerr
Stuart'Stanhope', and destined to
become Alant favourite loco. But by
1973 the'Woodland iine would be
reduced to l5-inch gauge, on which D
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ran nvo impressive Krupp Pacifics,
secured by Alan from Cologne.

Ar-rd so Bressingham continued
on its way, giving pleasure to many,
and thatt how I remembered it from
my last visit in rhe early 2000s.
Before his death in 2005 Alan
placed the collection into a Tiust,
ensuring that it would not be

dispersed foilowing his passing.
It is easy to find Bressingham

today - very few garden centres har-e
an enormous US+ryie 2-8-0
dominating their car park. And iusr
the other side of the fence runs ',{.lan

Bloom', a l\%in gauge 0-4-0 builr at
rhe museum in 1995 for a more
recent railway', 1,350 yards long and
running through atractive gardens
created by Alans son Adrian. Wirh
the very recenrly built 5ini 7.2iin
model engineers circuir, there are
now six gauges on rhe sire...

C)n the footplate I meet Geoff
Calver, a member o[ the museum's
not huge but dedicated volunreer
team, who serves as a very abie host
during my visit.

It is no surprise that a lot has
changed ar Bressingham in lhe years
following Alan Blooms passing and
to rhose, like me, who remember rhe
h"yd"y of dre late 1970s when the
steam experience ranged through

l5-inch pacifics to rhe quarry
Hunslets to footplate rides on the
likes of OIiver Cromwell, it is easy
ro rhink, wrongly, that the cenrre
has declined. There have been
high-profile departures, parricularly
among the standard gauge
collection, but one could argue that
seeing the likes of Cromwell and
Royai Scot on main line steam
duties is a more appropriate use for
rhem, while there are still several
large locomotives to see at close
quafters, including rhe German
2-10-0 and the Garratt, which
recendy finaily passed to the
museumt ownership.

On the narrow gauge, rhe most
notable departure has been
Bronllwyd, sold by the museun.rt
owning Tiust in 2010 to the Statfold
Barn Railway, which has since
restored ir to original Surrey Counry
Council condition and liverv. Ybur
editor has seen it ar Sratfold'and it
certainly looks good, but you get the
impression that its departure from
Norfolk was rot rotally supported by,
the regulars...

Old laces and new
Services on the Nursery Railway
today are maintained by George
Sholto and 0-4-0'Bevan', built at rhe
museum in 2010 - Bressinghamt
workshops are nor lacking in rheir
capabiliry. And this capabiliry is

currently being expended on
Gwynedd - on my visit the rolling
chassis was in the shed, the boiler in
the workshop under an overhaul
shared with the revived Penrhvn
Railway. IX/hen complete the ioco will
work at Bressingham while regularly
visiting north \[ales.

One change that the museum
could not have prevented is in its
scenery - the Blooms garden centre
was taken over some time ago, and
the nurseries have gone. Currently
thc line runs past empry ereenhouses
as rhc site reverts ro narure, which
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Above: Seen trom
the other direction
at the crossover,
the narrow gauge
atmosphere is
very eyident.

Left 0verhaul of
'Gwynedd' is well
aduanced, aided
by a team from
the Penrhyn line.

Below lelt ln tie
well-equipped
workshops the
boiler ot Gwynedd
is being rebuilt.

Below: Geoff
Calyer tends the
fire of the 10.25in
gauge'Alan
Bloom', witr his
assistant doing
the physical bit..
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will eventuallv provide iust as

arrractive a ride, lfdiffeienr to rhe old

days. But for a narrow gauge

enthusiast the Nursery line offers a

lot, because it is so verY rYPicailY

,,rr.o* gauge - the rails, mostly still
orieinallen-rhyn, are not dead

,rri'ight, the sleepers only iust visible'
jusr like a proPer narrow gauge lrne

should be. lr rides very we[], and

indeed is fullv checked for safery at

ven, resular int.*rls. while providing
,ather irore thar rhe sanitised train

ride onc finds at certain locations'

Parallel running
During its 2.5-mile uip the Nrlrsery

line crisses *re 15-inch line, now
knorvn as the WaveneY ValleY

Railwar,. rwice, the second time
seeine rh. nvo different-sized trains

,nnnlnn alongside each other and

prrr.ng".r. t'rring ro each other' This

ll,o .niourrg.s a trip on the orher

line - an.qr.irtty enjoyable but aiso

differenr experie nce as it wends irs

*ar',h rougi, .voodlands. eventuaily

orirll.ling",h. short srandard gauge

ir^.k on .ihi.h on busy summer daYs
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loorplate rides are still offered.

-\loLive porver for the l5-inch
sause is rh.se davs Provided bY'St
thrlr,oph.r', 

^ 
)-e-zt built by the

E*.ooi Steam RailwaY in 2001. Both

of the German Pacifics are still at

Bressingham. bur sadlv not in
t"orkins order.'\lannertreu' remains

sheered"up in rhe shed, while
'Rosenkavalier' has fbr some years

been displaved in rhe main museum

building after unaccountablv failing

iust thrie t'ears inro its boiler
certifi.ate. C.off adds that with the

rvarer rreatment regime today used by
the museum such a thing could not
happen again, and he would clearlY

like-to see the loco returned to sen'ice,

but *ris is an expense the museum

canno! currently contemplate.
Bressingham is clearly i" a-period

of transition, changing with the

times. \\&rile many oflhe originai
attractions remain, not iust rhe
railways but such favourites as the

sream'fairground gallopers' there have

been mosrlv oositive addirions roo.

The main -rt.unl building. which
once merely housed a row of restored

tracdon engines, has now created a

wartime street scene, modelled as
'\7armi ngton-on -Sea H igh Streer'

From the-TV serres Dnd\ Artny.This
was mainly filmed loca.lly and forms

an inreresring exhibition of its own'
ln rhis environment the road locos

are displayed much more effectively

alongside'recent acquisirions such as a

vintige fire engine collection.
A dcdicated team oFvolunteers

help keep the museum running and

Cebtf ,eidity agrees that more would
be welcome. There is always plenry to

do as the collection seeks to not only
continue but advance in the future.

I qreatlv enjoyed mY aliernoon at

Bressingham. For anY collecrion

surviving in todays envlronmenl ls a

challengi. let alone progressing, but
you gei-rhe impression that the ream

,, .hI *useu* are confident in rheir

F-#*+* "#*

task. And there is still plenry to see at

a narrow gauge outPost rhat is well

worth a visit ffifl

www.bressingham.co.uk - includes

opening days and times and contact

details lor potential volunreers.

Above: A wait for
St Christopher
as George Sholto
heads away onto
lhe I'lursery Lina

Right The KrUPP
Pacific 4-6-2
'Rosenkavalier' is
cunenty on static
display in the
welFthought out
museum hall.

Below: Nearing
the end of anothel
journey,George
Sholto squeezes
between the
greenery and
spare passenger
rolling stock.
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